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| ug gen 8 e l 
tbe Proteſta re, 
1 in the Hous k of Han 
gere aſſures me, that Jou are 
One of thoſe who without Di ſtmulation” | 
Rowe at the Happy Acceſſion vß 
Kins GEORGE wthe 1 broke” 
4 theſe Kingdoms. For which reaſon 


could not but conclude a Diſcourſe 2 | 


on ſo Agreeable a Subj edt would be Ac- 8 


nt, Sir, any Apprehenſun I bat that 
the following LEY hus wi Gel 


A 8 3 


ceptable, tho in it 175 confi der d, _ _ 
may FA little to recommend it, "ou — 
its " Honeſty: and Sincerity. 15 21 . li 


15 
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4 == had no Hope, fo a mixture of Grief | 
e Confltimoithe Demi 
= gt : H 4A . 1 5 "Y 


Hs liſoments which Men commonly lock for 


1 ſuch Performances, but the very 

Joyful Occafion, which tempted me 

thus ta addreſs my ſelf io Jay and the 

74 orld, And that indeed was a power- 

ful Temptation, mbich I was not able tg 
reſſt. Who indeed can Fur bear giping 

lie moſt publick Teſtimonies of Joy they 

are capable of, when, inſtead of Ha 


ving 


K 
= nm like 10 be Secur d, nat only to us, but 
be ôaur Cbuldren uftar us? Nr can thu 
of —feorreaſorably thought Incanfiftent with 
pong he Debt we owe ta the Memory 
| of thoſe Princes whom G O D bas from | 
| Tune i tiymetaken'to Himſelf: I beir 
Ef truly ahectent Subjeds, of which num 
Fer Jou was juftly accrrmted by theſe why 
du the Hour to know you, have been 
e grub) ſoryooful for ther Bene. 
fo; far as the Laws of GOD. direct eni 
i be ſo: But 4 we are nat to ſorrow for 


Relations, as if we 


e miſe of- fuch a | 
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our Domeſt ick Relatives are _ _ 8 8 
— the: . be” ergy 43 
to be repair d. rent 2 "by wy 
Relation ceaſes for ever, and none can 


ther in their room: But tis otherwiſe- 5 
in the preſent Caſe. A Nation may en- 
1 many Political Parents ome after ano- 1 


MVyr is it a Diſreſpedt to affirm, 


r » op TY OOO 0 


x the: when one. . whoſe Office it mas to be 85 

5 « Nurfing Mother, 1s numbered 0 1 69 | 
II 
m believe Win, be compleatly u Hi # 
11 Nurſing- Father. N A Neither can we in. 

5 _ well entertain a | Grateful em. 

50 ance 0 our deceaſed Gover- . 

en nour's., Th Bar by 10 pleas d at 


the Adoancemant of or RIGHTFUL: 
adT,awpu LSOVEREIGN, who: 


ſurvives and fucceetls them; foraſn 3 
0 They were the H * hy ur of” 


al. 
yp 


k Relation to us, is tor "I : 
fly Cn, 6 but — 1 


ſucceed to be one's Real Father or Mp 


of bry 9.75 abqut that Succeffion. Jau, 3 


41 ka muſt * 1 to yo Hoyer, % | 


2 


Kingdoms, ander the Conduct of that 
Renomned General the Duke of Marl- 
borough ; Ion Hill retain an Honou- 


Whatever appear d to be for i 


But the Act of Settlement for the 
__ Succeflion:of the Crown in the Pro- 


mas ever a Sinceræ Admiy | 
Valuable Act of the Two Laſt Reigns, 
to which we are ſo much indebted for 


7 his: Son 
may. juſtly be expeded. Tou ever ex-. 


preſod your Sutwſudlion' in the many 
| Glrious Things dme for the Liberties 


ou Brightneſs in the Annals uf Tan. 
DE 


. The:Dedication. 


* | f that In- 


and for the Ix cou ARABLE PRINCE 
with the reſt of the Royal 


J 


Family, from whom the greateſt I hingt 


of Europe, and for the Gaad of theſe 


rable Senſe of them, as indeed it 
hardly poſſible they ſhould: be forgotten 
by. True Britains, any more than that 
they ſhould fail to ſhine with an illuſtri- 
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Com- 
mon Good : Joy always Re joyc d in: 


teſtant Line was Jour Peculiar Trea- 


fire; as in ibe Reality of the Thug, 
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ebenſion * And. that "it bas now ta- 
hen Bf, and 


of peculiar I han 
0 l good Men. But, that 
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0 
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your Religious Father may be 


Unchangeable one. I am; 92155 


( 


ud been ſo peaceably 
executed hitherto, is accounted Matter 
kfulneſs by You, aud 
v further treſpaſs uf 5 I 
no. treſpaſs upon your F atience., 51, 8 
1 2 only, Ea. 5 aſſure Your £*%, 
Honour, that it is my Earneft Prayer 
to GOD, that Tou may yet live many 
Tears, to ſee the So VEREI GN you 


anſwer'd, both to You and Yours ; 
nd, That when G 0D fl @ uf 
He —_ —a His Salvation —_ | 
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b you are ſo heartily conrern d for, 1 


ſettÞd beyond the Fears of Oppofitiotor © 1 j 


© Your moſt Obligel ... 
Humble Ser rant. 


Srͤtrrictland Gugl. 
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And King ſball be thy > I and 
® their Qutens thy Nurſing- Mothers; they | 
| ſball Bow down to thee with their Face to- 


wards the Earth, and lick up the Duſt of | 


thy Feet, and thou ſhalt know that I am the 
Lord; For they ſball not be Dr * 


* e Md „ 


E have i in this Cha pter a verx 
Remarkable: ae of the 
| F Great Succeſs of the Goſpe l, 
and | of 6 ſpreading of Chriſtianit N. 
is a "Prophecy 3 our Bleſſed Sa 


viour, £0 


| viour, and of the Church of God after 
his coming into the World. This was 
till then confin'd to the Jewiſh Nation, 
and that too ſometimes was diſmal] FR 

_ preſs d, particularly in the time of the 
_ Captivity: But after the Coming of 
Chriſt, the Prophet here foretells, that 
it would be extended to the Gentile 
World; ſo that they that were in Dark. 
nieſs, and the moſt deſolate places, ſhould 
be Enlarg'd and Comforted by his Pre- 

- Jence. - 

of this, by anſwering an ObjeQion drawn 
from the Narrow and Afflicted State of 
the Church at that time: Zion ſazth, The 
Lord hath Forſaken me, and my God hath 
Forgotten me: This was the Objection 
which Unbelief brought againſt this Pro- 
phecy, and then here is the Anſwer to 
it; Can a Woman Forget her ſucking Child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son 
of her Womb? Tea, they may Forget, yet will 
I not Forget thee, Verſ. 14,15. No ten- 
der Parent could have more Concern for 
a beloved Child, than God had for his 
Church; and that would engage him to 
take Care of it. As the Prophet thus 
aſcertains the Truth of this, ſo he en- 


- AStRMon onthe Happy | 


ere he declares the Certainty 


larges upon the Great Advantages the 


Churck would enjoy in this Happy Day 
of its Extenſion and Advancement: He 
tells em, that Light and Salvation would 
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then be carried to the ends f the Earth, 


Ver. 6. Hedeſcribes a ſtate of Spiritual 
Plenty and Satisfaction, which it will be 


remarkably bleſs'd with, Ver. 10. They 


ball not hunger nor thirſt, neither ſhall the 
= 3 nor Sun ſmite them; Hh ale ber 
; 


Mercy on them ſhall lead't em, even by the 
Springs of Water ſhall he guide them. And 
* ern | 
again, ver. 13. Sin, Q Heavens! and be 
ing, O Mountain, Fe, he Lord hath com— 
forted bis People, and will have Mercy upon 


which the Church ſhould enjoy in this 
of the leaſt, That the Kings and Princes 


| ſhall Hear and Ariſe, Princes alſo ſhall Mor. 1 
ſhip, becauſe of the Lord that is Faithful, and 


thee, And then more at large in the 
Words of my Text, Kings 2 be iy 


ſing- Mothers, _ EI ene Su OED 
In which Words we have three thing . 
obſervable, each of which I ſhall briefly 


Application. 


r 


joyful, O Earth! and break furth into ſing- 


his Afflifted,” And among other Benefits 
glorious Time, he mentions this as none = 


of the Earth ſhould come into it, and 
employ their Power for its. Uſe and Inte- 
reſt. Thus he obſerves, ver, 7, Rings 


the Holy One of Iſrael, and He ſhall chuſe £6 


Murſing- Fathers, and their Queens thy Nur. 


conſider, and then conclude with a ſhort | ny 


Op rr 


Fa . — pz: 
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1, The Puty . Kings and 8 
Fe hurch of TIDE 
9 ey are, 1 Var 1 4 
urjing-Mo 110 rs fe Ra 


aal, That his} is a as We 
or Advantage to the Church, When 
Kings are thus Narſing-Fathers to 
it, and do Faithfully bars e * 
Puty before mention d. 


9 The Conſ, nſeqyence of theſe TOR 
expreſs'd oſe words, Aud thou 
ſhalt know Wo I an the. rd: fer they 


hall, nat be aſbomedt that weſt } or Me. 1 


1 The Duty of Kings and Princes 
Co. towards the Church of CHRIST Now 
this is expreſs d in a twofold Account of 

it, and accordingly conſiſts in two things. 

_ 1#, The Care they are to take of it. 
They are tobe Narſing- Fathers and Nurſi ng 

5 Mothers to it: They are to ſhew. the ſame 
Tenderneſs, Affection, and Concern for 
it as Parents do for their Children; they 

are w bear it upon their Hearts by 8 

moſt unfeigned Love. This is the firſt 
thing which occurrs from the Relation 
ofa Parent to a Child; How tenderly 
does he love it! and, how conſtantly 
goes his Heart run out after it! Thus 

0 , does 


— als 
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does a Wiſe and a Religious Prince carry. 
his People, as the High-Prieft did the 
Children of Iſrael, upon his Breaſt, and 
his'very Heart and Soul is engag'd for 
them; and this will diſpoſe him to im- 
ploy his Thoughts for their Intereſt and 
ai th their Welfare is that which 
he will be continually contriving and 
ſtudying to promote. He is a Monſter 
of a Father who never thinks of his 
Child, and cares not whether he is ſick 
or well, whether he ſtarves or is comfor- 

| tably provided for. And that Governor 


who by the Fear of Go p is influenc'd to 


act anſwerably to the Duty of his Place 
and Character, will in like manner im 


ploy his Thoughts for the Good of his 


| Subjetts: Nor will he barely think of 
their Happineſs, but ſtrive to promote 
it, and imploy his Power as well as his 
Thoughts, for their Welfare and Felicity. 
'Tis certain that this is the Great End 
which the Power of Princes is put into 


their Hands for; It is, that they may be 


4 Terrour to Eyil-dvers, and a Praiſe to them, 
that do well: Tis that ander them we may 
lead peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and 


Honeſty : Tis that we may ſit ander n 


own Vine and Fig. tree, and none make us 
raid. Tis for the Benefit of Mankind; 
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aland if they are in the Relation of Fathers 
and Mothers to their Subjects, *tis plain 


a 


they muſt act for their Good, and their 


Authority ought to be exerted for no other 


End. What ſhould e think of that Parent 
Who ſhould bind almoſt all his Children 
in Chains, and ſend 'em to walk the 


Streets in Fetters of Iron, or perhaps 
put the Generality of 'em into Dungeons 
and Jails for no Reaſon, but to ſhow his 


Power, or to keep em in awe, or becauſe 
it was his Will that it ſhould beſo? If 
this is Barbarous and Unnatural, tis no 


__ _ otherwiſe in a Kine, who is a Civil Pa- 
rent, to employ his Authority over his 


People after the fame manner. And this 
now would lead me to conſider how ma- 
ny ways the Power of Magiſtrates is to 


be employ'd for the Good of thoſe that 
govern; but I can only touch upon this, 
and briefly ſuggeſt to you, that they are 


to take care both of their Temporal and 


Spiritual Rights and Privileges ; they 
are to ſee that one part of their Subjects 


do not oppreſs another. Nehemiah, who 
a King's Commiſſioner, obſerves how 


apt Unconſcientious Magiſtrates are to 
let ſome of their Subjects looſe upon the 
reſt to injure them in their Rights, but 


declares how averſe he was to followin 


their Example, leſt he ſhould Sin N 
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God by it. The Former Governors that had | 
been before me, were chargeable unto the Peo- 
ple, and had taken of them Bread and Wine, 
yea, even their Servants bore Rule over the 
People ; but ſo did not I, becanſe of the Fear 
fGod, He would not oppreſs them him- 
elf, nor permit his Officers to do ſo; 
and all thoſe Magiſtrates who have the 
Fear of God before their Eyes, will be of 
the lame Temper. And to the like pu- 
poſe we find it urg'd upon Kings and Go- 
vernors, That they ſhould be 7 , Ruling 


remove Violence and Spotl, and execute Fudg- 
ment and Juſtice, and deliver the Spoiled out 
of the Hands of the Oppreſſor ; judge the 


come before them: Eſtabliſh their Thrones in 
rs, ſcatter all Evil with their Eyes, 

but let their Eyes be apon the Faithful of the 
Land . In a word, whatever is for the 
good of the Subject, whatever is neceſſary 


a Flouriſhing and a Happy People, what- 
outward Eftate, and' eſpecially for the | 


to make the Intereſt of Religion Thrive 
and Encreaſe ; if it has been Diſcourag d 


2 4 


wh, 4 


m— 
1 


Neͤh. 5. 15. Ezek. 45. 9. 
2 Sam. 23. 3. Prov. 16. 12. ch. 20. 


in the Fear of the Lord: That they ſhould 


Fatherleſs, and let the Cauſe of the Widow 


to prevent their Ruin, nay, to mae em 
ever is needful for the proſperity of their 
good of their Souls, whatever is requiſite 
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and ſeems tobe Dedlining, to Reſtore and 
| Revive it; and when it is thus in ſome. 
meaſure Recover'd, to promote it more 
and more by the greateſt | Encourage- 
ments can be given to it: All this is the 
Duty of them that Rule, and all this they 
muſt give an account of. They are to be 
Nurſes to their People, and to the Church 
and Intereſt of God among them, to feed 
and cheriſh it, that it may grow up to 
Perfection. They are to he Conſervators 
ol the Church's Rights and Privileges: | 
They are to Watch over it and keep off, 


nay, to Chaſtiſe its Enemies when they 


Afaulr and Injure it, and to do all they 
are capable of for its Encouragement and 
Improvement. So that its really an aw- 
ful Charge which is committed to Kings, 
and one of the weightieſt Truſts which 
is put into their Hands: And their High 


Condition does not ſo much merit the 


9 bas, 


Envy of their Subjects, as the Burthen 
Which hes upon their Slioulders, and the 
Duty they muſt one Day anſwer for to 
the Great King and Judge of the World, 
_ calls for a moſt tender Concern for them, 
the utmoſt Honour we can pay them, 
the belt Supports we can contribute to 
their Encouragement, and our moſt hear- 
ty Prayers to that Go p who has the 
Hearts of KI Ns at his diſpoſal, to incline 
and aſſiſt them to be Faithful. 5 
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.. _ 2dly, The Honour and Obedience they f 
are to pay to it. You have this deſcrib'd 
in Expreſſions, if not very agreeable to 
the Cuſtoms and Notions which prevail 
in this Age, and in theſe parts of the 
World, yet ſuitable to the manner of the 
_ Eaſtern Countries, where 1/aiah utter d 
this Prophecy: They ſball bow down to thee 
with their Face towards the Earth, and lick up 
the Duſt of thy Feet, This (in the modern 
Phraſe) would ſignifie no leſs than Ado- 
ration; and ſome would be apt to ex- 
pound it of an ambitions Deſire in the 
Prieſts to tread upon the Necks of Ki xs. 
But the deſign of the Prophet is only to 
ſhew, that the Greateſt Men would, in 
the Goſpel-times, come into the Church 
of CRRISs r, and humbly ſubmit to the 
Laws which He has given to it, and think 
it not unbecoming them ſo todo; In 
the Reſpe&s which in thoſe Eaſtern Parts 
they paid to each other; eſpecially when 
they offer'd their Civilities to thoſe whom 
they thought above them, it was uſual 
to proſtrate themſelves upon the Ground, 
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and ſometimes to kiſs their Feet, and the 
very Earth they trod upon. Thus the 


| moſt Sovereign Princes are to yield their 
Homage to the Head of the Church, even 


to Him by whom Kings Reign and Princes 


decree 


'cree Juſtice, The Pſalmiſt, who was 
timſelt a KI Ne, calls upon them to 2 | 
OO n 
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5 < * Be wiſe now therefore, O7e Rings, be 
inſtructed, ye Judges of the Earth; ſerve the 
Lord with Fear, and Repoyce with Trembling : 


Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh 


from the way when his Wrath is kindled but 2 
little, Acts of Worſhip and Adoration 
are daily and weekly to be perform'd to 
the Heavenly KING by all, not except- 


ing thoſe who amongſt Men are eſteem'd 


the moſt Honourable. And as the Head 


of the Church is to be worſhip'd by them 


With the profoundeſt Reverence, ſo his 


Laws are to be univerſally obey'd by 


them. The) are not indeed to be ſub- 


| jet to the Humours and Caprices of eve- 


— ry one who calls himſelf an Ambaſſador 


of CHRIST. The pretended-univerſal 


OY Biſhop has no juſt Claim to ſuch unlimit- 


ted Obedience; nor can any of the Infe- 
rior Governors of the Church, or all of 


them together, without the higheſt Pre- 
_ ſumption, pretend thus to bind their 


Kings in Chains: Nay, an abſolute 
Authority, and a Power to require what 
they pleaſe, is more than they have a 


Right to, over the meaneſt of the Peo- 


ple. The real Miniſters of CHx Ist muſt 
Govern only by the Laws of CHRIST. 


But He has a unbounded Authority, 
and this even the molt Abſolute Mo- 


narchs 
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7 his Deputies, who Goyern un- 


der him, and conſequently are account- 
able to him. Their Authority is deriv'd 
from him, and therefore ought to be em. 
ploy'd for him. They receive their Cre- 
dentials at his Hands, and they act be- 
yond their Commiſſion if they violate 
the leaſt of his Commandments, I meddle 
Not here with that Queſtion, How far 
the Power of the Prince is derived from 
the People: It is confe(&d by all, that it 
is originally deriv'd from G o p, and who 
can imagine He gives ia! Man a Power 
to break his own Laws! 8 
preſent Caſe, would be to ſet up his Re- 
preſentatives to be his Equals or Supe- 
riors. It is plain then, that the Laws of 
the Church, or to ſpeak more properly, /, 
the Laws of CHRIST, who is the Head of 
the Church, do oblige the Conſciences 
even of Princes and Potentates, and none 
are to think themſelves exempted from 
paying univerſal and conſtant Obedience 
to them. I will only add one Obſervati- 
on more under this Head: In the former 
Expreſſion, Governors are ſaid to be 
Nurſes to the Chriſtian Church; and 
here they are deſcrib'd as its Children. 
A Child may be oblig*d to perform the 
Office of a Nurſe to his Parent, when, 


narchs are gd to ſubmit to, The 
| Reaſon is very P ain, They are his Vice- 
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b A e Poyert or Sickneſs, he i is re- 
4 2 far as 15 want his Aſiſtance. 


Ee are to be as Fathers to the Church, 
in reſpect of the Care they are to take k 
But the Church is the Mother of all 

= are born within it; Kal irs Members, 
whether theyare Magiſtr ates or Subjects, 
. a as eh they are ta, ; 


are its Chil 
Honour and OD *. 


"ws. That this is a 4 Priviledge : 
or Advantage to the Church, When Ki xs 
are thus Nurſins-Fathers to it, and do 
faithfully y diſcharge the Duty, we have 

courſing of; for thus it is repre- 

\ ented hereas the Privil e of the Church 
\ under: the Goſpel, that 52 Kincs of the 
Fah ſhall not only come into it, but 
nurſe it, and provide for it. And this 

muſt needs be a hey e if you 

5 Fug cl Mir p 15 


been di 


I . In a Temporal NY 
24% In a Spiritual. one. 4 0 60 U 5 


5 Firſt, In a Temporal Riſers. And 5 
hs when this is the Caſe of any People, the a I 
are ſecure as to all thoſe Bleſſings which 
are moſt valuable for this World I 
mean they are ſecure of em ſo far, that : 
they . not e their being depriv' 4 
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of em by thoſe whoſe Government they 

are plac'd under. Such Righteous Go- 

vernors will not rob them of their Lives,. 

Liberties, and Eſtates, as Tyrants do, at 

their Will and Pleaſure ; they. conſider 

themſelves as ſet up by God to be for the 

praiſe of them that do well, and accord- 

y they'll maintain em in their Proper- 

ties, and do their utmoſt to preſerve *em. 

ſo, that they may deſcend to their Chil- 

dren after em. Tis true, when Magi. 

ſtrates are Perſons of Senſe as well as 

Piety, they will not eaſily reſign the jul 

Prerogatives of their Crowns. They 

will, and they ought to 8 againſt the 

Encroachments of evil Men. But then 

they will never ſtrike at the Liberties of 

the People, but be as faithful to uphold 

the Rights of their Subjects, as they will 

be tenacious of their own. And is it not 

a deſirable Bleſſing to live under ſuch 

Princes? They are certainly ſome of the: 

moſt valuable Gifts of Heaven, and we 

ought: to think upon ſuch an occaſion as 1 

the Pſalmiſt upon another, That Happy it = 

that People mhich-i« in ſuch a caſe xv. It we © 

repreſent to our own Thoughts the Miſe» 

ry of thoſe whoſe Kincs are the Reverſe: 5 

ot ſuch as we are now. ſpeaking of, we 

cant but look upon ourſelves as unſ 2 * 
r een 
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| ably Happy. No Perſon is ſafe under ſuch 
„ 2 Government. If he be the 
moſt dutiful Subject that it is poſſible for 


him to bk, if he be never ſo faithful both 
to his Gop, and to his Ki Nd at the ſame 


time, yet he has not one Privilege that he 
can call his own. His very Life is not his 
own, but he is liable to have it taken 
away from him whenever the Tyrant 
pleaſes; and that oy be upon a thouſand 
ungrounded Jealouſies, on the leaſt pique 
of Humor, nay, ſometimes only to gratify 
a a Fancy which delights in Cruelty, and 
Miſchief. Corrupt Nature inclines us to 
almoſt every thing that is Evil; and 
there is ſcarce any Diſpoſition more inci- 
dent to it than this af Cruelty. How 
pulwGKkbas'd was Nero with the Burning of 
Rome, when he diverted himſelf with 
playing upon his Harp while the Metro- 


polis of his Empire was in Flames? And 


that which was ſo much in Faſnhion among 


the Romant, caſting their Malefactors, 


nay, the poor Chriſtians: themſelves, to 


the Lions, and to the wild. Beaſts, to be 
devour'd in view of the People, as a Di- 
verſion to them, gives an awful Notion 
ol our Inclinations towards one- another, 


how naturally Men delight in Blood, and 
ho apt they are to Rejoyce in one - ano- 
ther's Deſtruction. The Scripture lie- 
VWiſe acquaints us, that it 45 4 . ta 

6 „ VV 
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vil (like Mad men) caſt about Firebrands, 
Arrows, and Death, and deceive their Neigh- 
boars, ſaying, Are we not in Sport *? Now 
if this be ſo natural to Men in this fallen 
Condition, have we not Reaſon both to 

provide as much as 1s poſſible againſt it, 
and to be thankful when the Princes we 
live under are of a better Temper, Mild 


bene Perſons to do Miſchief, and that they 


in their Diſpoſitions, and Merciful in their 


Principles and Practices; ſo that we need 
not fear being undone, but may hope to 


be protected by them? And this muſt be 


| regarded as the Greater Happineſs, be-. 
; I cauſe fo many other Nations are in the | 

| miſcrable Condition I but now mention'd. 
„How few are thoſe Countries where Li- 


„ berty and Property is ſecur'd, in compa- 


h riſon of thoſe where the Peopleare either 


And that we are not in the ſame ſtate of 
Vaſſalage and Servitude -with the far 


cannot be too thankful tor. Chriſtian 
States themſelves are not exempted, but 
may fall into this unhappy Caſe as well 

as Heathens or Mahometans : Nay, we of- 
ten hear of a Proteſtant as well as a Po-. 
pb Tyranny ; which, that we are deli- 
ver'd from it, is the higheſt Temporal Pri- 


vilege we can boaſt of  2dh, 


abſolute Slaves, or in a great meaſure ſo? 


greater part of Mankind, is a Mercy we 
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2 ah, In a Spiritual Reſpect. Such 3. 
EIN is a Bleſſing to the very Souls 
his Subjects. Religion is in the likelieſt 
way to proſper under his Adminiſtration; 
it can ſcarce fail of Thriving and getting 
Ground, by the Bleſſing of Gop; and that 
Bleſſing is not to be thought wanting to 
a Pious and Prudent Prince, ſuch as we 
have been deſcribing. Indeed, if the 
People refuſe to fall in for the promoting 
their own Spiritual Intereſt, they may 
expect a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing: In 
Which Caſe the Pious KING 2 En- 
cCouragement which a Faithful Miniſter 
has when he deals with an Unfaithful 
People, he ſhall ſave his own Soul; and 
be may ſay in the words of the Prophet, 
* ho Iſrael be not gather'd, yet ſhall I be 
Glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, and my 
God ſhall be my Strength. But when Prince 
and People unite in their Endeavours, 
hov is it poſſible that a God of Mercy 
and Grace ſhould be wanting, or that 
Religion ſhould be otherwiſe than upon 
the growing hand? Vice and Sin mult 
needs be put out of Countenance, when 
thus powerfully and openly oppos'd. Se- 
veral Things there are which promote a 
Nation's Spiritual Proſperity i ſuch a 
Happy Reign. The Example 1 the 
V Fine 
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peine will diſpoſe the Subject to the love 
& Virtue and Piety, at leaſt to a profeſ- 
ſion of it. It will bring Religion into Fa- 
ſhion, when Men ſee their KI xo is in the 
ſame Reſolution with the KING of 1/4, 
who would nor Kpow à micked Perſon, nor 
ſuffer him to tarry in his Sig hi N. T heir 
Intereſt; will oblige them to put on the 
Form of Godlineſs, if not the Power. 
Nor will the Prince's Prayers be wanting 
to this End. The Regal and Saterdotal: 
KFunctions were united in ancient Times, 
ſo chat He who was a KI No to Rule the 
People, was alſo a Prieſt to Bleſs them. 
The Scripture: frequently / declares how' 
| Nl fervently the K 1 Ns of Iſrael pray'd for 
their Subjects; of which it gives us the 
Inſtances of David, Solomon, and Jehoſha- . 
phat, & c. And Good Princes will not think 
it Improper to follow them in this Pious 
Practice; and the Prayer of the Righ- 
teous will be apt to avail much. Beſides, 3 
the Liberty of ſerving Gop according to 
aur Confciences, is what we may reaſon- 
ably expect from a Prince of this Stamp 
and Character. A Religious Perſecuter 
is a Contradiction in Terms. That KING 
who is Himſelf heartily in the Intereſt of 
Religion, will be ſo far from perſecuting, 
that He will give all due Encouragement 
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to it in others. He will permit them to 
pray to Gov, to praiſe him, and to hear 
his Word as much as they pleaſe. He 
will ſuffer them to be as Devout and Se- 
rious as they will, nay, He will rejoyce to 
, ſee them all uniting in the common Wor- 
ſhip of the King of Kings, and Lord of 


Lords, tho' they don't perform it in the 


ſame Mode and Way, but differ perhaps 
as much in the Form of their Worſhip, as 
they unite in the Subſtance. He knows 
that the Subſtantials of Religion is all that's 
worth Mens contending about; and this 
He will never ſuffer to be diſputed out of 
the Church and World. But while this 
is maintain'd in the Purity and Power of 
it, He will not allow the Conſciences of 
His Subjects to be ftrain'd upon in leſſer 
Things. His Principles are a Defence a- 
geainſt all Force in Matters of Religion, 
except that Argumentative Compulſion 
our Saviour ſpeaks of: * Compel them to 
come in, that my Houſe may be Ja. Ina 
word, He is ſenfible, that Perſecution ſel- 
dom or never makes real Converts, but 
that Liberty without Licentiouſneſs is 
for the Honour of Gop, the moſt effectual 
Means of Encouraging true Faith and 
_ Holinels, and the moſt probable. Way to 
prevail with ingenious Minds in thoſe 
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things wherein they may be miſtaken, 
To conclude this Head, a thoroughly-Re- 
| Hgious Governor will ſtudy to unite thoſe 
that are under his Authority as far as is 
conſiſtent with the Rules of Prudence and 
Chriſtianity; and Union among a People 
zs, next to the Providence of Goo, their 
ſtrongeſt Bulwark both in their Civil and 
Religious Capacity. Diviſion ſeldom fails 
of being attended with Deſtruction, if not 
ſpeedily ſtop'd; but the Gates of Hell 
can't prevail againſt a Church and King- 
dom which is thoroughly united. I dont 
mean, that we mult neceſſarily unite ſo, as 
for all of us to wear the ſame Fringes and 
Faſhions in Religion, which is no more 
requiſite than that we ſhould all do ſ% in 
our Habits: But we muſt all worſhip 
the fame God, we muſt all go to him thro? 
the ſame Mediator; and we muſt all re. 
ſolve to bear with one- another in thoſe 
diſputable Things wherein good Men ne- 
ver yet were, nor never will be of the ſame 
Opinion till they come to Heaven. This 
latter is certainly a Religious Union, as 
great a Soleciſm as it may ſeem to be, 
that Chriſtians ſhould be united at the 
lame time that they differ, It is the only 
Union we can expect in this World; and 
blefſed be God, it is ſufficient to auſwer 
the End of Godlinefs. Nay, where there 
is ſuch a Union of Affections, Religion 
JVVVVVVVVV 00 &. -- 2 Wl 
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will advance in Proportion to the encreaſe 
of Love and Charity : Which, therefore, 
may the Gov: of Peace, in his infinite 
= Mercy, grant us before it be too late. 
KY It remains now briefly to conſider, 
334), The Conſequence of all this, ex · 
pred inthe coſe of theſe Words, 74 
thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord; for they 
(ball not be aſbamed that mait fe or Me. Now 


this implies theſe two things. 


* Ll 4 


Iſt, That hereby Men will be excited 
to give Honour to Go p: Thou ſbalt know 
that I am the Lord. Thou ſhalt fee my 
Power and Goodneſs towards thee in ſuch 
a2 biſpenſation, ſo that by this I will bring 
FSlory to my own Name, as well as Good 
| to my Church and People. This, indeed, | 
is the wonderful Work of God, and diſco- 
vers his Power over the Hearts of Men. 
The Majeſty of KI Nds does not diſrobe 
them of that depraved Nature which is 
common to all Men; but their exalted 
Station expoſes them to much greater 
Temptations than others are obnoxious 
to. When ſuch, therefore, are diſpos'd” 
* to deſpiſe the glittering Glories of an 
Farthly Crown, and lay it at the Feet of 
Chriſt; when they govern their Actions 
entirely by the Rules of his Goſpel, not- 
withſtanding their many Temptations to 
= Intcreſtsonly in Subſerviency to tax 4 
Ce OI AS Ende - 
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their Redeemer ; this is plainly the Lord's 
-«0ing, and ought to be Mar vellaus in our 
Hes. And there are ſome Circumſtances 
wherein they will appear Marvelow in a 

_ peculiar manner; when the Church is 
bleſs'd with ſuch Princes as are thus Zea- 
lous for its Intereſts, at a time when it has 
been in the greateſt Danger, threatned 
with utter Deftruction, and its Enemies 

Triumphing in its approaching Ruin. 
It has been a common Caſe, from the 
firſt plantation of the Chriſtian Church, 
for GO p thus to be ſcen in the Mount of 
Difficulty; and then He 1s ſeen to ihine 
in Remarkable Luſtre to all that do not 

wWilfully ſhut their own Eyes. Thus a- 

gain, when ſuch Religious Princes are ſer 

up for the Defence of Go 's Church, at a 

time when they are leaſt expected, or 

when they are plac'd upon their Thrones 

without the leaſt Oppoſition from thoſe 

who yet are far from rejoycing at their Ad- 

vancement, nay,. perhaps were but juſt 

before plotting to prevent it; when this 

is done by the unanimous Voice and Con- 

ſent both of Friends and Enemies, this is 

certainly the wonderful Work of Heaven! 

| Providence does then peculiarly interpoſe, 

and gives an affecting Inſtance of that en- 

| couraging Obſervation, That whatever De- 

vices are in the Hearts of Men, the Counſel of 

the Lord ſhall ſtand x. And, to add no more 1 
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under this Particular, Go p's directing, 
ſupporting, and preſerving Religious 
KIR Gs, e erben er the Oppoſ. 
tion, all the Di fficulties, t 

when they are thus acting for the Cauſe | 
off Cuxisr, is commonly very aftoniſh. 

ing. This is a Work of peculiar difficul. 
ty, the Devil and his Inftruments being 
moſt deeply engag'd in oppoſition to it: 
And 3 the Hand of Go p is moſt 


remarkable in carrying them thto' it. So 


cat they who ſerioully conſider the Di- 


ſpenſation in all its circumſtances, will 


know that He is a Go p whois Wonderful 
in Counſel, and Excellent in Working rx. 
239, That this will be a great Encou- 
tragement to our Hope and Confidence in 
G0; hey ſhall not be aſbam'd that wait for 
Me. Good Men are frequently deſcribd 
as Perſons that wait upon the Lo x; they 
commit their Cauſe and their Way unto | 
him: In a time of difficulty, Prayer is their 
principal Refuge, and they eſteem it their 
HFHappineſs that they have a Go vo to ga to, 
when all human Help ſeems to have forſa 
ken them. And one of the Properties of 
the Prayers of Good Men is, that they 
pray with Aſſurance that Go p will hear 
and anſwer them: They truſt Him as | 
Friend, who will in due time vouchſafe 
them the Metcy they pray for, as know- 
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dag that He has never ſaid to the: Seed of Ja- 
cob, Seek ye my Face in vain ? This is 
meant by the Duty of waiting upon Goo. 
And this is a Duty which is always atten- 
ded with Succeſs, either ſoonet or later; 
God never forfakes them that ſeel him, but 
they that truſt iu the Lord ſoall be as Mount 
Zion, that cannot be remov d . So that ſucli 
Perſons need not be aſham'd of their Truſt 
in Gov, as they would be apt to be if they 
were diſappointed in their Expectations 
from him. And when Gos bleſſes his 
Church and People, by giving them Reli- 
gious Princes to rule over them, He does 
that Which is a vaſt Encouragement to 
their Faith and Hope: Their Enemies are 
diſappointed, but to them it is as Life from 
the Dead. This convinces em that their 
former Hopes were not without a good 
Foundation; and it animates em to con- 
tinue waiting, becauſe they find by Ex- 
perience, that not only He is able to ſave, 
but as willing as He is able. Sometimes 
Gop ſuffers Princes to ariſe who perſecute 
the Church, inſtead of being Nurſing- 
Fathers to it; and then the P/almift 2 5 5 
ſerves the Confidence of her Ungodly . 
nemies runs high, The iched walk oz every 
ſ1ae, when the Viteſt Men are exalted l. And 
as the Hopes of the Wicked encreaſe upon 
ſuch an occaſion, fo do the Fears of the 
Ila. 45. 19. + Plal. 25. 1. & 9. 10. J Pal. 12. 10 
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ERigzhteous: They don't utterly deſpair, 
but hope even againſt Hope: They conli- 
der Go pas their ſtrong Tower, and the 
Sopof Temporal as well as Eternal Sal. 
vation, under which notion they can't but 
abſolutely truſt him in the way of their 
Duty. But when they look to outward 
Appearances and ſecond Cauſes, by an 
Eye of Senſe; when they turn their 
Fhoughts only upon the Cloud which 
thickens over their Heads, and conſider 
how dark and dreary every thing looks 
round about them, their Hearts almoſt die 
Pe- 2 | SE _ on Fears are 
" happily diſappointed, then have we more 
than to be aſniam'd of our Hope in him. 
I. ſball only add, that this is an Encou- 
ragement to Faith in that Promiſe, the 
fultilment of which all Good Men earneſt- 
ly hope and pray for, That the Gates J 
ell ſhall never er. againſt the Church 
of Gov, but that it ſhall bepreſerv'd as 
long as the Sun and Moon ſhall endure. 
Soy has expreſly declar'd this, and there- 
11pore we may and ought to war upon Him 
bot it. And what has been diſcours'd 
1 upon theſe words, confirms the Truth of 
It; God can raiſe up the moſt powerful 
4 ___ Inftruments. to promote his Intereſt in 
= the World: He can never want Means 
= to fulfill his Promiſes; tho?, if he did, Gy 
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could do it without them. He can make 
ge Earth to help the Woman, and out 
ol that order of Men, among whom too 
many have been violent Oppoſers, can 
influence others ro be the ſtrenuous Aſſer- 


) 


Rn, x 
And thus I have gone thro! the three 
General Heads I propos'd to ſpeak to 

from theſe words: I ſhall conclude this 

Diſcourſe with a brief Application in theſe 
/ 
1, Let the want or loſs of ſuch Reli- 
gious Princes be deeply lamented by us: 

If they are fo great a Bleſſing when they 
are given to a Nation, it muſt be as great 
a Calamity when they are taken away 
from it. The Prophecy of my Text has 

been made good to Us in theſe Kingdom 
in repeated Inſtances. The Pious King 

Edward the Sixth, the Immortal Queen 
Elizabeth, thoſe two Bright Stars in Con- 

junction King William and Queen Mary, 
of Glorious Memory, &c. will juſtly be re- 
nown'd in Hiſtory for a Holy Zeal for the 

Proteſtant Cauſe, which certainly is the 
Cauſe of God. What they did and ſuf- 
fer'd upon the account of it, entitles them 
to the Character in my Text: And who 
can, without Tears, reflect upon the loſs 
of thoſe who were as ſo many Parents to 

their People; and which could only be 
made up by their being ſucceeded by a 
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Prince of the ſame Temper and Diſpoſi-. 
tion? If che loſs, of a natural Father c. 
Mother is to he lamented, how much 


ore ſhould we be afflicted when we are 


ſgdepriv'd of thoſe. who ſtood, im a double 


Relation, both Natural and: Spiritual, not 


onlꝑ to ourſelves, but to the whole Body 
| of. their People; who were the FreteQors 
of qur. Liberties, and the Defenders of our 
_ Faith, pee len WE oye it, that Re- 
ligion and Property, in oppoſition to Popery 
5 and Slavery, have been, prelerv/d E. —— 
us to this Happy Day? Such Loffes are 


de apparent Fand of G o p. upon a Na- 
tion for their Sins, It had been mare la- 
mentable never to have enjoy'd the Bleſ- 


Judgment ſent from an angry God, and 
therefore ſhould deeply A 


ect and Hum: 


bl 


ble us. 


— ® 2 b 


A adh, Let us be thankful, when our Lot 
zs caſt under ſuch a Government as has 
been deſcribꝰd to us. That we have ſuch, 
2 Prince by a remarkable Providence now 
ſet over us, we cannot doubt. His known 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion evidently 
proves it. He who has been a Father to 
His People in another part of Europe, we 
ha ve all the rea ſon in the World to believe 


wWoill be ſo to us too. After many violent 


Mand of our God upon us, we liave no- 


Shocks and Convulfions, thre? the good 
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proſpect — a Laſting Settlement, if our 
Diviſions and other Sins do not prevent it, 
What indeed may we not expect from a 
Prince, whoſe Experience in Government, 
whoſe Conduct and Courage in the Field, 

and whoſe unſtain'd Reputation, as to 
Morality and Virtue, have made Him e- 

nally amiable to his Friends, and formi- 
ble to his Enemies? Tis defcrib'd in 

Scripture as the Felicity of a Nation when 

their K 1 N O the Son of Nobtes *. Our's 

has the Blood of K NS running in His 

Veins, But our principal Advantage = 
that He is both Qualify'q and Diſpos'd to 
be a Wurſing- Father, under whom we may 
hope Religion will be maintain'd, and its 
Dying Intereſts Reviv'd among us. Nor 
is it the leaſt part of our Felicity that He 
| is not alone, but attended with a Pk o- 
\ TESTANT SON, and others in the 
Royal Family, bred up in the fame Rel> 
gion, from whom therefore we may ex- 

& rhe fame Advantages, fo that our 
Children ſhall call them Bleſſed. And 
while T mention this, I cannot but Re- 
vive the Memory of that Incomparable 
Princeſs Sophia, whom God has lately re- 
| mov'd to a more Glorious Crown than 

that which was entail'd upon her in this 
World, whoſe Honour is to have left us 
$2 40 ne ens 1 this 
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this Race of KINGS, who we hope will 
Reign proſperouſly over theſe Kingdona 
to many Generations, Nor can we forget 
the late Revolution, to which, under God, 
we are indebted for them all; and thoſe 
Worthy Patriots who ſo unanimouſly Con- 
ſpir'd to leave us in theſe Happy Circum- 
ſtances. Theſe are Mercies we ought to 
be exceeding thankful for, and God Grant 
we may never want Hearts to be ſo. But 
then we ought to expreſs our Thankſul- 
neſs by Reformation and Obedience. God 
has done Great Things for us, but we are 
not altogether without Danger: There 
is a Popiſh Pretender Abroad, and I wiſh I 
could fay he has no Adherents here at 
Home. Our Deliverance from this Dan- 
ger, and the perfecting the Happineſs we 
have in View, depends upon the Divine 
Bleſſing ; and the only way to be ſecur'd 
of this, is to return to r OR whom 
We have departed. If we ball ſtill ds 
 mickedly, God has told us what we are to 
expect, that me ſhall be conſum'd, both ne 
and our KING *, But if we order our Con- 
_ werſations aright, He will ſtill ſhew as his 
Salvation, This is that Praiſe which they 
ho cer, glorifie God +. Let the 'Thank- 
fulneſs of our Hearts therefore appear in 
the Obedience of our Lives. In a parti. 
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cular manner, let us lay aſide our unhap- 
-py Diviſions, which are provoking to God, 
and may be fatal to our ſelves. The gene- 
ral conſent of Tongues and Hearts where- 
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with His preſent Majeſty has been acknow- 


ledg'd, ſeems an Auſpicious Omen. But, 
alas! in other reſpects, how far are we 

from being of one Heart, and of one Way? _ 
But we ſhould take heed of Biting one-ano- 


ther, 4 we be devoured one of another *, O 


may the preſent Harmony, ſo far beyond 
our Fears, not only continue, but Ifſue in 
a more extenſive. Agreement as to the 
Things about which we differ. How un- 
ſuitable is a Contentious Temper to what 
the Spirit of God intimates in my Text, 
viz, That Good Men are all of the ſame 
Family? Is it not monſtrous for the Chil- 
dren of the ſame Father, and the Perſons 
that live under the ſame Roof, nay, ſtand- 


ing in the neareſt Relation to each other, 


to be always promoting one-another's De» 
ſition, which 
has wrought diſmal Effects wherever it 


ſtruction? May this Dif] 


has prevaild, and particularly in theſe _ 


Kingdoms, be with one Conſent drop'd 


never to be reviv'd, and the Hopeful Be- 35 
ginning of this Reign prove a Preſage of 


univerſal Concord among all Orders of 


Men. May we unite in Obedience to our 
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Deſtroy 


e 42015; 16 Yon, is 


Spirit of Perſecution in all Parties. 


wa 
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Rightful and Lawful Sovereign, in Love 
to Cod, and Charity to each other. May 
a perſecuting Spirit be totally rooted out 
ef the Land, fo chat chere may e u mort 
ing in all God's Holy Moum ain. I am 

far from thinking this is e 
e 2 Men only; no! theres too much! 
of th 

May thus he the Reign wherein it ſhall be 

utrerly ſuppreſs'd on all Sides, every one 
cConſidering, that nothing can be more op- 
poſite to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, nor no- 
 rhing render us more obnoxious to the 
| Judgments of Gord, who ordaineth his Ar. 
rum ag ainſt the Perſecuters*, Let not thoſe 
Who apprehend themſelves to be on the 
riſing Side inſult their Neighbours, whom 
they map be apt imperiouſy to call the 
Ruud Party. Tis Impolitick, as well as 
Unchriſtian to do ſo, ſeeing it may expoſe 
them alſo to be inſulted in their turn. 
Briefly, If we would ſhew our Thankful- 
neſs as we ought, weſhould in all the In- 
ſtances of à Religious Converſation de 
monſtrate our Deſires, that univerſal Rig) 
e ſhould iſs each other +, 
and our confirmed Purpoſes, that ſince 
Gao bas given us ſuch a Deliverance as this, 
we mill no more break his Comman dments |. 
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„ Governons, we-ſhould; alſp joyn rt 
moſt eannoſh Prayers to Gad for them. We 
are exhorted to pra im a particular man: 
ner for KA Ns, and all that are in Aut hurity x. Bw 
Andthoſeof them whoareNarſing-Fathens |. 
to us, havea:peculiar-Claim- to our mot 
Hearty. Addreſſes on:tliew Behalf, by ver- = 
the of the Benefit we receive from them. 
Let us accordingly pray, for him who (by: "4 
wr ay ent — gar * * . 
the People) is Rightfully plac'd over theſe 
Nations, and: whom we juſtly expect to 
find a Father to his Subjects. Let us he im- 
portunate at the Throne of Grace, that Gd 
would bleſs him in his Perſon and in his 
Government; that he would give him Wi- 
dom as an Angel of God, and fill him wit 
Reſolution, that he may ſtand up, as he has 
hitherta done, for the Proteſtant Cauſe A- 
broad, and be a Healer of our Breaches, ani 
Reſtorer of Paths tu dmeil in at Home. Let 
us pray, that God would make him a Ter- 
ror to Evil-doers, whatever Station they 
may be in; a Scourge to Tyrants, and one 
bo ſhall break in pieces the Oppreſſour ui Let 
% ss pray, that under him we man lead peaceable 
„ Lees all Gadlineſs and Honeſty,that Trade 
may Revive and Flouriſh, and, that we 
may, in an eſpecial manner, go in and out 
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d do ſoz that his Days may belengthen'd 
bdurt ſo, that the Cron may long flouriſh 
upon his Head, and that no Weapon formed 


5 Royal Progeny, that he would Give the 
EXKiN his Juugments, and his Ri hteouſneſs to 


| Branches of the Royal Family may be 


we 


* 
E} 
. 


dd 2 1 * 
1 R OE” . Tus $44 ; 4 a ; ; * 
a þ 9 5 5 NO 
4 A 
o the Ha =” 
* 4 8 3 | %S 
1 _ 
be. * 1 
4 © % 
* a 


* 
— — bk 
— — * 


CY 0 
FE 
. * - , 
8 "OF 4 8 1 4. i 5 


* of God's Sanctua ern make us a- 
fraid; and thus, that he may be a co 
ſpituous Inſtrument of promoting our 


us pray, that Gop would give him the 
Necks of his Enemies, and that he may 
tread upon their high Places ; that he may 
Reign in Peace, and may have many Years 


againſt him may proſper. And laſtly, Let 
5 W that God would bleſs him in his 


rhe Kine's Son +; and, that the illuſtrious 


bleſsꝰd both in their Souls and Bodies; and 
that God would Grant them in Health and 
Wealth long to live; that their ſucceſſive 
Government over us may be Glorious to 
themſelves, and Auſpicious to us and our 


| | Poſterity;and, that when God ſhall at laſt 
— take them out of this World, they may 
ERMRMReceive a Crown of Rizbrteonſneſs,; which fi. | 
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